Bovine aortic arch refers to the most common variant of aortic arch branching in humans. This configuration can be found in approximately 27% of the population and can be further divided into 2 subtypes. In the less usual subtype (7%, Figure 1 -panel A), the innominate artery (usually 1-2.5 cm long) trifurcates into the left common carotid artery, the right common carotid artery and the right subclavian artery, while the more usual subtype (although angiographically less apparent) can be described as the common origin of the innominate artery and the left common carotid artery and can be found in approximately 20% of the population (Figure 1 -panel B) . Both of the subtypes occur more commonly in blacks compared with whites [2] .

